
 

Mountainside Middle School  
International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme  

Inclusion Policy  

School Mission Statement: Mountainside Middle School provides diverse 
educational opportunities that foster academic, social, and emotional growth, 
inspiring students to create their future in a global community. 

Policy Rationale: To ensure that all students are provided the necessary support 
to allow them to achieve academic success and reach their fullest potential as they 
progress through the Middle Years Program at Mountainside Middle School.  

In the Scottsdale Unified School District Code of Conduct, the community is informed 
about rights specific to students. The students have the right to special programs.  

A. All identified disabled/handicapped children shall receive special education 
commensurate with their abilities and needs.  
B. All identified gifted children shall receive education commensurate with their 
abilities and needs.  
C. Any student qualified according to conditions described under section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will receive accommodations prescribed by the 504 
Team at his or her school.  
D. An alternative education program will be provided for those students who are 
unable to profit from the regular school curriculum and environment, or who are 
in need of discipline greater than short term suspension, but short of expulsion.  

Goals: Special education services are individualized to meet the unique needs of 
students with disabilities and are provided in the least restrictive environment. 
Specialized education may include individual or small group instruction, curriculum 
and/or teaching modification and other related services such as  
occupational therapy, physical therapy, adapted physical education, vision services, 
hearing services, transportation and assistive technology. These services and programs 
are in accordance with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), which is specifically 
tailored to the exceptional needs of each student.  

The goals of Special Education are to help students become independent learners, to 
teach learning strategies to prepare them to be successful in their general education 
classes, and to prepare them for post-secondary experiences. These goals will be 
achieved through a partnership between student, home, and school. Additionally, all 
students will be part of and exposed to the IB MYP philosophy and framework through 
all classes and coursework.  

Background: The Scottsdale Unified School District (a public school district) is located 



 

in Scottsdale, Paradise Valley and Phoenix, AZ, USA, and has been authorized by IB to 
offer the Diploma Program and the Middle Years Programme (years 4.5) at Desert 
Mountain High School as a student self-selected programs as schools within a school. 
Mountainside Middle School has been authorized by the International Baccalaureate to 
offer the IB Middle Years Programme (years 1-3) to all learners at Mountainside Middle 
School. 

Scottsdale Unified School District, Mountainside Middle School, is bound to follow The 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 commonly referred to, as "§ 504," which is a 
nondiscrimination statute enacted by the United States Congress.The purpose of the 
Act is to prohibit discrimination and to assure that disabled students have educational 
opportunities and benefits equal to those provided to nondisabled students.  

An eligible student under § 504 is a student who (a) has (b) has a record of having, or 
(c) is regarded as having, a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits a 
major life activity such as caring for oneself, performing manual tasks, seeing, 
hearing, eating, sleeping, walking, standing, lifting, bending, speaking, breathing, 
learning, reading, concentrating, thinking, communicating, and working.  

Dual Eligibility: Many students will be eligible for educational service under both § 504 
and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Students who are eligible under 
the IDEA have many specific rights that are not available to students who are eligible 
solely under § 504. A Parents Rights Brochure is available through the Scottsdale 
Unified School District's Special Education Department and sets out the rights assured 
by the IDEA. It is the purpose of this Notice form to set out the rights assured by § 504 
to those disabled students who do not qualify under the IDEA.  

Scottsdale Unified School District and Mountainside Middle School are also bound to a 
student Individualized Education Plan (IEP). As stated on the Arizona Department of 
Education Website and IEP these are the revised general requirements for the content 
of IEPs.  

“As used in Part 300, the term individualized education program or IEP means a 
written statement for each child with a disability that is developed, reviewed, and 
revised in a meeting in accordance with 34 CFR 300.320 through 300.324, and that 
must include:  

● A statement of the child's present levels of academic achievement and 
functional performance  
● A statement of measurable annual goals, including academic and 
functional goals designed to:  

▪ Meet the child's needs that result from the child's disability to enable the 
child to be involved in and make progress in the general education 
curriculum; and  

▪ Meet each of the child's other educational needs that result from the 



 

child's disability;  
● For children with disabilities who take alternate assessments aligned to 
alternate achievement standards, a description of benchmarks or short-term 
objectives;  
● A description of:  

▪ How the child's progress toward meeting the annual goals described in 
34 CFR 300.320(a)(2) will be measured; and  

▪ When periodic reports on the progress the child is making toward 
meeting the annual goals (such as through the use of quarterly or other 
periodic reports, concurrent with the issuance of report cards) will be 
provided; 

● A statement of the special education and related services and  
supplementary aids and services, based on peer-reviewed research to the extent 
practicable, to be provided to the child, or on behalf of the child.  
● A statement of any individual appropriate accommodations that are necessary 
to measure the academic achievement and functional performance of the child 
on State and district wide assessments consistent with section 612(a)(16) of the 
Act; and if the IEP Team determines that the child must take an alternate 
assessment instead of a particular regular State or district wide assessment of 
student achievement, a statement of why the child cannot participate in the 
regular assessment and why the particular alternate  
assessment selected is appropriate for the child.”  

504’s and IEPs in the MYP- In addition to employing teaching strategies that include 
differentiation for students with special needs, students may also be supported through 
special arrangements such as resource room support classes.  

Roles and Responsibilities-Teachers and administrators are responsible for implementing 
the special needs policy. However, each year a committee made up of district officials, 
teachers, administrators, students and parents will be responsible for evaluating and reviewing 
the policy. Their responsibility will be to make sure the policy is up to date with the best 
practices in the teaching field and to make sure that the special needs policy is relevant and 
fair for all students.Regarding the IB MYP program, the coordinator will discuss with all new 
teachers how our IB MYP program impacts this special needs policy. Also, veteran teachers in 
all subject areas will assist new IB MYP teachers by explaining how this policy applies to their 
specific field.Teachers will be encouraged to share the policy with their students and parents. 
A new copy of the special needs policy will be posted on the MMS IB MYP website. 


